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The figures for the week ended February 2 show that plague mor- 
tality is greatly on the increase, and that the total mortality has also 
rapidly risen. As you will see from the summary of deaths and 
births given in the Bombay Government Gazette, herewith inclosed, 
the cases of plague are found all over the city, nearly every section 
being involved. That section called Dongri suffers most severely, as 
usual. 

Comparative statement of plague deaths in January for five 
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Mean for preceding five years, 497. 

You will observe that although plague motality is on the increase, 
as usual at this season, the comparative figures for previous j-ears are 
encouraging, taking them week for week. 

I have the honor to forward to you a copy of a pamphlet given me 
by Doctor Hatfkine on ' ' The Occurrence of Mediterranean or Malta 
Fever in Bombay," by Capt. George Lamb. The interest attaching to 
these cases reported is that it seems likely that a number of the 
unrecognized fevers of this Presidency may prove, on careful exami- 
nation, to be cases of Malta fever. I am preparing a statement with 
regard to such cases of unrecognized fevers to send you. It is true, 
however, that Captain Lamb, now stationed at Kussauli, is making 
the serum test on all doubtful cases whose blood he can get hold of. 
A case developed at Miraj last month, with a temperature curve almost 
exactly like that of "Case 1, G. C," in the accompanying pamphlet, 
and on testing the serum, it was found to strongly agglutinate the 
Micrococcus rnelitensis. The patient, an Englishwoman, has been 
invalided home at once. 



Plague and smallpox. 




Total 
mortal- 
ity. 
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milleper 
annum. 



Week ended — 

February 9, 1904 

February 2, 1904 

February 10, 1903 

February3, 1903 

Mean of corresponding weeks in preceding five years 



938 

917 ] 

1,434 

1,343 

1,745 



62.85 
61.44 
96.09 
89.99 
114.23 



You will thus observe that although the plague and total mortality 
are greater than for any previous week since November, 1903, yet the 
figures are only a little more than half those representing the mean of 
the corresponding weeks of the five years preceding 1903. 

There were 8 deaths from smallpox in the week ended February 9, 
1904, as compared with 53 in the corresponding week last } r ear. 



